
Site preparation
Lower Trent Conservation is revitalizing a small 0.3 ha section of the Trenton Greenbelt Conservation Area 
located in downtown Trenton on the bank of the Trent River. This special urban greenspace will be transformed 
from a lawn into a native wildflower meadow with scattered shade trees, complete with wide walking trails and 
comfortable resting spots. 

Successfully seeding native wildflowers and grasses to create new habitat requires a bare soil “blank canvas” free 
of competition from plants with aggressive growth habits. To prepare the project site for seeding and planting, 
the existing lawn and invasive plants must be removed. Then locally sourced seeds can be sown to increase native 
species diversity and support pollinators, and other wildlife. Native plants take time to establish – it will take about 
three years to achieve the desired aesthetic and ecological benefits.
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In the following table, we carefully evaluated common ecological restoration approaches and selected 
herbicide treatment as the most efficient way to transition turf to a naturalized meadow. 

This project is undertaken with the financial support of the Nature Smart Climate Solutions Fund, a 
Government of Canada’s Department of Environment and Climate Change program in partnership with 
Conservation Ontario. 


