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The  common snapp ing
tur t le  i s  anc ient .  Snapp ing
tur t le  foss i l s  have  been
dated  back  to  40  mi l l i on
years  ago .The  o ldest
pr im i t ive  tur t le  that  we
know of  was  on  ear th  220
mi l l i on  years  ago .

Tur t les  can  ret reat  i n to
the i r  she l l s ,  except  for
the  snapp ing  tur t le .
The i r  bot tom she l l  i s  too
sma l l  to  have  space  to
get  a l l  i t s  l imbs  i ns ide .
Snapp ing  i s  a  way to
defend  wh i le  on  land .

Snapp ing  tur t les  are
thought  to  have  f ierce
d i spos i t ions  but  when
they  are  encountered  in
the  water  or  a  swimmer
approaches ,  they  wi l l  s l i p
qu iet ly  away .

As  foragers ,  the i r  d ie t
cons i s t  o f  up  to  90% dead
p lant  and  an ima l  matter .  
 They  are  cons idered
nature ’ s  vacuum.  We have
them to  thank  for  he lp ing
to  c lean  up  our  lakes  and
wet lands .
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