PROCTOR PARK CONSERVATION AREA
IMPROVEMENT PLAN
December 2018

INTRODUCTION
This document provides some background on Proctor Park Conservation Area and outlines
proposed improvements that will address current issues and enhance the property in general.

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
Proctor Park Conservation Area is located in the Municipality of Brighton (in the former Town)
(Figure 1). It was donated to Lower Trent Conservation in 1970 by heirs of the Proctor Estate and
encompasses 37 hectares of diversified habitat. The southern portion of the property is
maintained as grassland while the majority of the property, to the north, is woodland.
The open area is what visitors see when they first enter the Conservation Area. The large mowed
lawn has a few shade trees. A natural re-generating meadow is located on the west side of the
open area. In the northeast corner of the open area stands Proctor House Museum. Lower Trent
Conservation leases the house and approximately 1 acre of land to the Save Our Heritage
Organization (SOHO) to preserve the Proctor House Museum. The Proctor Barn Theatre also sits on
this leased land and is operated by SOHO. Beyond the open area is the other side of Proctor, where
2.5 km of trails pass along Butler Creek, through cedar lowlands, and up through a maple/beech
hardwood forest (Figure 2).
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Figure 1: Location of Proctor Park Conservation Area
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FIGURE 2 – Proctor Park Conservation Area Trails

CURRENT ISSUES
There are a few ongoing issues that need to be addressed. Rather than dealing with them
separately, we have identified them in this Proposed Improvements document, along with some
opportunities Lower Trent Conservation wishes to explore.
Through traffic/off-roading
Because of the two access points to the Conservation Area, there is through traffic. This has resulted
in issues with motor vehicles (e.g., speeding, off-roading, spinning tires). This presents safety hazards
but is also resulting in damage to the Conservation Area and ongoing complaints from other visitors.
Grass mowing
Significant time is spent mowing several acres of property. There are opportunities to increase the
natural habitat, while cutting down on costs as well as the use of fossil fuels.
Signage
Not everyone realizes that there are beautiful trails at Proctor Park Conservation Area. Better
signage is needed to direct people to “the other side” of Proctor (to the trailhead). Some signage
within the Conservation Area needs to be updated.
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PROPOSAL FOR IMPROVEMENTS
In light of the items proposed above, the following improvements have been identified. The
locations are shown on Figure 3.

Map
Marker

Proposed Improvement

1

Close entrance at Young Street to vehicular traffic (currently
blocked with bollard)
a. Improve aesthetics of the blocked gateway (redesign
bollard)
b. Ensure road signage directs visitors to Kingsley Avenue
entrance of Proctor Park Conservation Area

2

3

4

5
6
7
8
Note:

Re-design entrance off of Kingsley Avenue as formal entrance
a. Install Property entrance sign near Kingsley Avenue
entrance
b. Block roadway to Young Street with large rocks and
gate (allowing future passageway for Lower Trent
Conservation vehicles for maintenance)
c. Install rail fence to block traffic
Reduce width of roadway between two current entrances to a
walkway (leaving it wide enough for LTC vehicles for
maintenance)
Establish a Memorial Walkway/Forest as a fundraiser
a. Designate walkway to the Barn Theatre as Memorial
Walkway (currently two memorial trees planted)
b. Install a few rocks where trees will be planted in future
c. Designate mown area to the east of this area for future
memorial forest (continue to cut grass)
d. Restrict vehicle access to Memorial Walkway area from
the Proctor House Museum leased lands (e.g., rail
fence, rocks, bollards)
Plant trees south of the current roadway.
Maintain area north of the roadway (in middle of property) as
meadow, allowing it to naturalize
Enhance signage to direct visitors to the trailhead
Plant trees in southwest corner of property
costs do not include staff time
Total

Preliminary
Cost Estimate
$1,000
$1,000

$850
$1,200
$800
$250

Through donations
Through donations
$0
$1,500
$500
$0
$750
$650
$8,500

Other improvements already planned include:
 Installing a sign at the Young Street entrance to redirect traffic to the Kingsley Avenue
entrance (bollard is in place blocking the entrance)
 Upgrades to the picnic shelter
 A refresh to the Information Kiosk
 Trail signage upgrades
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Figure 3: Proctor Park Conservation Area – Proposed Improvements
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PUBLIC CONSULTATION
Lower Trent Conservation is consulting with the public to solicit input on the proposed
improvements from January 21 to February 22, 2019. Comments received will be brought to the
Board of Directors for consideration.

IMPLEMENTATION
With approval of this plan by the Board of Directors, implementation will be initiated in the spring
of 2019, and carried out as time/budget permits. Consideration to the proposed improvements
will be given at the time of annual Business Plan/budget development.
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